336              CRUSADE OF RICHARD LION-HEART
THE  ASSASSINS
The Old Man of the Mountain's way.
Which each doth to his heir convey,                                     8,82
Is to have many children brought
Into his house, and reared and taught
In arts and ways of every sort,
Till they learn wisely to comport
Themselves. And there they dwell among
Wise men, till they know every tongue
Spoken in every land throughout
The world. And their faith is so stout,
So dark, so cruel, so ingrained
By the care wherewith they are trained,                                 8,8^
That when they are called before the Old
Man of the Mount, and by him told
That they, to prove their penitence
For sins and win his confidence.
Must slay some man of high renown,
They deem it as their lif ework's crown.
Then each receives a dagger, keen
And sharp and bright and polished clean;
Thereupon they go forth, and spy
On this man, and with him ally                                            8,84<
Themselves, and with smooth tongue they win
A place among his men and kin,
Until they end his life. In turn,
7Tis their conviction that they earn
The highest joys of paradise.
This cannot be in any wise.
DESPAIR AT CONRAD'S DEATH
My lords., drawn from this kind of folk
Were these two men of whom we spoke,
Who slew the marquis, as we told.
His followers in their arms took hold                                    8,850
Of him and raised him from the ground
Gently; from where he got his wound